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Richmond, lit?i Jan., 1860. 

Dear Sie : — We have witnessed with concern 
R'ld apprehension, the manifestations of a design 
in this State to prepare the hearts and hands of 
our people for disunion and civil war. 

The late atrocious incursion of John Brown 
and his band of miscreants upon Harper's Ferry, 
furnishes a natural pretext and encouragement 
for this design. It is, also, assisted by the dis-^ 
sensions and disorganization of Congress, and 
the evidences of unfriendly /eeling among the 
people and the unconstitutional acts of the Leg- 
islatures of the free States. 

We are gratified to find from our interchange 
of opinion with you, that while in common with 
ourselves you do not underrate those grave causes 
of disaffection between the North and the South, 
you are not disposed to exaggerate them, but 
have held your mind in a state of calm equi- 
poise, so as to be able to do justice to the im- 
porWnt events that have transpired, and to the 
parties to th^ee sectional dispute^.. 

We may also say that it is due to the party, 
to which we belong, to demonstrate that the 
country has been brought to its present lamenta- 
ble condition, not only without any agency on 
its part, but in spite of its warnings, its princi 
pies, and its policy. 

It seems to us, that in times like these, fraught 
with danger to the peace and safety of oar peo- 
ple; they are entitled to the views and counsel 
of those whose voices they are accustomed to 
bear with confidence and respect. Among such 



we gladly recognize yourself— no fear of re- 
proach, no calculation of expediency, no court- 
ing of popular favor has ever restrained yon 
from the fearless expression of your: opinions ; 
and it is encouraging to you and your friends to 
know how generous opponents have come at last 
to acknowledge publicly their approval of yonr 
course and opinions, which they had -once moBt 
loudly condemned. 

We, therefore, respectfully ask you t» commn- 
nicate to us freely and fully your views upon , 
the 'Various questions and events that now ag^- 
tate and distract the public mind, so that they 
may be published to the country, and receive 
that favorable consideration to which they are 
entitled from their intrinsic merit and your char- 
acter for independence, ability, sagacity, integ- 
rity, and truth. 

. With assurances of our most friendly and res- 
pectful consideration, we remain, most truly, 
Yours, &e., 

J. K. MAE3HALL, JNO. A. OAETEE, • 

WMS. 0. WICKHAM, GEO. T0WNE8, . 
WM. W. CAEKAWAY, Jr.,WM. N. MoKENNET, 
ALEX. EIVES, 0/^ 8taat« 



JOS. 8EGAE, 
A. 8. BOEEMAN, 
LEWIS MoKENZiE, 
J.' 'A. AL»J?I?80N, 
T). X-vMSBIB, ; 

NiEiOdASDSoiir,: 
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h: W.^PLEWA.T., 



H. B. MAWIKT, 
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LETTEI^ OF" MR. BOTTS. 



RiCHJiOND, January It, 1860. 
Gentiemeti: Your higlilj' flattering letter of 
the 14th was duly received. Applications have 
' T>een made from a great number of private 
sources for my general views on the condition of 
the country, and of the resuU.s to which, in its 
present distempered state, it was likely to load. 
Hitherto I have foreborne to take any part in the 
Various schemes and public meetings that many 
"Worthy and conservative men of our own i)arty 
liave felt it to be their duty to unite in promo- 
■ ting, because I did not wish to lend my name or 
countenance to anything, that in my judgment, 
"ipaa calculated either to increase or keep alive a 
, state of excitement in the public mind, the ne- 
cessity for which, from first to last, I have not 
been able to realize ; at the same tinie, I have hud 
no disposition to obtrude my private reflections 
and conclusions on the consideration of others, 
who looked, upon the events of tlie last ninety 
days in a light which I was not abJfe to Vu-ing my 
mind to believe was one altogether of calm and 
dispassionate consideration. For these reasons 1 
have been not only inactive, but silent', as far as 
the public was concerned ; but when T find my- 
self called upon by so large and respectable a 
body of gentlemen, who themselves represent a 
large portion of the intelligence and conservatism 
of the State, no altei-native is left me, and I am 
'cohstrained to comply with the request prefer- 
red ; though I hace reason to fear, from the gene- 
ral tone of the public press, as well as from the 
proceedings of public meetings, that mv opinions 
will be found in striking contrast with those of 
Tiiy fallow-citizens generally. Whether they or 
I haTe come to the most correct conclusions, it 
will not require much time to determine, and to 
that great arbiter of truth I am willing to defer 
for the ultimate result; but for the passing rao- 
inent, I fear my opinions are of rather too con- 
'sfervative an order; but for all that, I cannot, and 
I will not, play the hypocrite, and pretend to sec 
.t^rhttt I do not see, nor affect to feel what I do 
iot feel. 

Without regard, then, to the order in which 
"yout subjects for consideration are presented, I 
will- proceed to lay before you the reflections 
that have passed through my mind, ond the im- 
pressions they have left. 

I do not wish to judge harshly, or do any man 
injustice; I am willing to hear before I strike; 
but it is undoubtedly trite that a conditi6n of 
tHin^gS has been brought about in this State, and 
■vifhich has been extended greatly beyond its lim- 
■iia, for ' Which, if any sufficient reason has existed, 
I have not been able to discover or comprehend it. 

Tliat a bold, daring, reckless outlaw, a mrao; 
maniac on the subject of slarei y, b'nt^ nope -the 
less dangerous and 'lulpable on tljai aqconnt, who 
had bden taught,^ felieye by the dorhinant party 



dertake with the aid of some fifteen or twenty 
others, white and colored, to incite a servile in- 
surrection at and about Harper's Ferry; in the 
attempted execution of which they were guilty 
of the highest offences known to our laws, has 
now become a matter of histofy as well as of 
fact; that this lawless band of desperate and mis- 
guided men deserved the punishment they have 
met with, and that they courted and provoked, 
no right minded man can doubt; but that any re- 
spectable portion of my fellow-countrymen had 
any knowledge of, or had participated, directly 
or indirectly, in this hell-born scheme of violence, 
/ have not, Icaiinot, and I will not believe, and 
especially upon the simple conjecture of others, 
or anonymous communications, which would be 
iusnflicient to convict a free n^gro or slave of 
robbing a hen-roost, before any magistrate in the 
State, who knew his duty, and was disposed to 
pursue it; for not one man, of good or bad char- 
acter, has yet testified or made a declaration of 
a single fact, coming within his own knowledge, 
which we have been permitted to see or to know, 
implicating any others than those who were ac- 
tually engaged in the enterpnse. 

Aiid yet the effort has been made,|and my blood 
runs cold, and I shudder when I say, successfully 
made, to a great extent, to create the belief that 
a gi'cat and powerful party, numbering in its 
ranks, more by hundreds of thousands, perhaps, 
than any other one party in the country, knew 
and approved of, and participated indirectly ip 
the crimes and outrages perpetrated, and that 
they sympathizeJ with the convicted felons by 
whom they were committed, when they paid the 
penillty of their guilt. Great God ! what an idea 
to take possession of the minds of men heretofore 
considerate, reflecting, and conservative. 

If I believed this to be true, I would no sooner 
conpent to live in eonuection with, and as a part 
of, the same political community with them, if I 
could find the means of avoiding it, than I would 
continue to inhabit a house that was in flames 
from the basement to the roof. 

If it shall be shown that Mr. Seward, the chief 
leader of that party, had a fore knowledge of 
John Brown's purpose as attempted at Harper's 
Ferry, and locked the secret in his breast, when 
he went abroad, as many profess to believe, I do 
not hesitate to say, that there is no punishment 
known to our laws that would surpass, if it could 
be commensurate with his guilt; but as I am op- 
posed to all mob and lynch law, which punishes 
without trial, and often without cause, so will I 
not condemn to such infamy, without affording 
him an opportunity for a fair hearing, ciny, though 
he were the humblest and most lowly in the land. 

That there is a body of desperate and despica- 
ble Abolitionists at the North, who have express- 
ed, their sympathy for these yiolaters of all law;. 



of .this State, that he had syrnpathjy^ers, aiilers j human and divine, is at once admitted ; and for 
ancl abettors throughout the Conimohwenlth, I. thir ty yearo past, they have preached the samie 
ainong whom, yon and 'I, IsBd- in loppbsitidnj nefarious doctrines ithat they bold now. But 
to their general policy, and'Hpetially every man| does that any more involve the general popula- 
o'riSark in our party^'/'Mre^W^ it necessary 
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for them to purge themselves of all complicity in 
this affair than that the open, hold, and treason- 
able declarations of another set of fanatics in the 
Soutli, who are eternally sounding their obnox- 
ious and sill}' threats of disunion in our ears, in 
the event of this contingency to-day, and that 
to-morrow, and for something else the day after, 
should create the necessity for us to acquit our- 
selves before the public of all participation in 
their guilty and treasonable schemes'" I adopt 
and act upon the principle that if everywhere 
recognized by law, that all men •■^re innocent of 
great crimes until guilt is pro' .>.'(, and as I am 
not willing to be held respon?- .•'ie for the crimes 
of those who clamor for disv/ .on upon every idle 
pretext, because I do not cl it necessary to get 
up in public meetings a" ,', purge myself of their 
guilt, so I do not .proj' jse to hold those at the 
North responsible for jny high crimes of which 
no evidence hasbee'i furnished ngainst them spe- 
cifically. 

But John Browu and his confederates have all 
been punished. Would to God it had stopped 
there! And iMsy should it not? Suppose these 
men had her a all from the body of our own 
State, or p. 'joiniug southern States, what then 
would hav . been the result? Why, they would 
have bee" hung — exactly as Nat Turner and his 
confedtr ites were hung, and there it would have 
ended,. But because these men were from the 
free S ate?, in the absence of all requisite proof 
that cheir scheme was known to a dozen men, 
bey )nd those engaged in the outrage, all nature 
ht' been convulsed, and the Union itself, in the 
or mion of many heretofm-e conservative men, is 
i 0 longer to be ttolerated, or borne with. I am 
no defender of any sectional orgai;ization, .ec- 
tional man, or sectional sentiment. I ask, and 
claim, what the Constitution grants to each and 
all sections ; nothing more and nothing less. But 
if Brown was a Republican, Cook and four oth- 
ers of his out of nine, were Democrats, 
as shown by their own records ; why, then, was 
not the Northern Df-mocracy as responsible for' 
their misconduct as the Republicans? And yet 
I would as soon hold my hand in the flames un- 
til it was burned to a cinder, as I. would be guilty 
of the baseness of charging on the Northern De- 
mocracy complicity in the designs of these wicked 
men. * 

But to make it appear that there was Repub- 
lican complicity, the people of this State were 
led to believe that large bodies of men in Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio — even m New York, Boston, and 
elsewhere — were armed and banded together for 
the purpose of making a hostile invasion into 
Virgmia, for the purpose of resisting the execu- 
tion of our laws, and of rescuing Brown and his 
followers from punishment I will not say this 
Was not so, because I will not say wtiat I do not 
know to be true; but I will say, and I do say, 
that no evidence worthy of consideration has yet 
been laid before the public, to justify the belief 
that there was anywhere, at finy time, a combi- 
nation of l,OffO— 100— -or 10 men formed or pro- 
posed to be formed^ for any such purpose. That 
eensitive find excited irr,aginations.were operated 
upon, either by anonymous and mischievous cor- 
respondents, wholly insufficient for- the import- 
ance attached t6 them, or by secret disclosures 
ndfc yet made public, or that -there was some ul- 



terior object in view, ther , can be ho question. 
That old Brown and his party were kept as a 
thirty days wonder, and at last lionized, hcroized^ 
martyrized and canonized, with a display of " all 
the pomp, pride, and circumstance of war " that 
we have no warrant for believing, attended the 
crucifixion of the Saviour of the World, is not 
to be denied. That there has been an enormous 
public debt incurred, estimated, as I learn, from 
a quarter to half a million of dollars; that 
there have been marchings ond counter-march- 
ings; that dictatorial and despotic powers have 
been exercised ; that large bodies of troops have 
been quartered on peaceable and unoffending 
citizens ; that in a time of peace a standing army 
has been collected, without the consent of our 
Legislature; thatmartiallawhasbeen proclaimed, 
and rigidly enforced ; that the general channel 
of communication through telegraphic agency 
has been controlled ; that trade and travel, by 
certain railroads, have been suspended and pro- 
hiWted; and that quiet, peaceable, and unoffend- 
ing citizens have been interrupted and put under 
guard, and, in some cases, imprisoned, are mat- 
ters of fact with whiah all are familiar; and that 
the public mind should have jumped to the con- 
clusion that such things' could not be, unless some 
dreadful and overpowering calamity thi-eatened 
the safety of the State, was quite natural ; and 
that sufBcient catise did exist for the exercise of 
these extraordinary and dangerous powers, is 
neither asserted nor denied. I only say that we 
have not, as yet, been favored with any data 
that has satisfied my mind that the occasion did 
exist. And, as a citizen of this Commonwealth, 
mindful of my own rights, and the rights of oth- 
ers, before I "justify or approve what has been 
done, I claim to be further enlightened. It surely 
will not be disputed that very urgent necessity 
should be shown to have existed, to justify the 
exercise of these liigh prerogatives of Imperial 
power, which were, I believe, never resorted to 
by the Father of his Country throughout the 
progress of the Revolution, notwithstanding the 
country was then filled with those unfriendly to 
our arms, who sympathized profoundly with the 
mother country. 

One thing I do know : whether designed or not, 
it has exasperated and phrenzied the public 
mind — it has begotten an ill-feeling, antipathy, 
and hostility between members of the same po- 
litical community, that every good man and 
patriot must deprecate, and that it beconies the 
administrators of the law and the representatives 
of the people to do all in their power to soothe 
down and rectify. It has had the effect, whether 
contemplated or not, of occasioning infinite con- 
fusion in the ranks of one of the political parties 
of this State, and of temporarily, at least, raising 
the drooping hopes of another ; it has had the 
effect of breaking off all probable co-operalipn, 
(for the present, at least,) between the North and 
South, without which it, has been hoped an easy 
path to victory would be left open, to that party 
in whos^ hands and under whose legislation and 
control the present unhappy condition of things 
has been effected. 

That all thishasbeen providential oraceident.ai, 
it would, perhaps, j»e uncharitable to doubf^ if iit 
were not that the'time has arrived when it was 
indispensable to their success, that eom^diiDg 



[ sliould turn up that would throw the wholeSouth 
j into a fever on the question of slavery. Peri- 
I odicaUy every four years, for the last twenty, and 
1 always happoning to be in that year in wiiich a 
! Presidential election is to take place, something 
j pccurred, either providentially, or by acci- 
} dont, or by uianngeinent, to impress the public 
mind with the conviction that the iuatitution of 
I slavery was in danger, and that the great national 
I Pemocratic party- was the only one to be relied 
I on for its security. Under these circumstances, 
whatever may be the genei-al readlneas of our 
people to rely with confidence upon the necessity- 
for all the revulsion and convulsion of public 
sentiment, which it has been painful to witness, 
^hfose of lis who have become habituated to such 
ojjcurrences, and have passed the hey-day of 
youth, and are, therefore, of less excitable tem- 
;^rameut3, may be excused for looking, if not 
distrustfully, at least with some degree of cau- 
tion, before we leap blindfoldmio thepitfall, that, 
iu every '^^ leap year" is dug fur unwary and 
tinsuspecting youth, as well as for timid and 

SBvering gray beards who happen not to deify 
_ at party to whose advantage it always results. 

The first occasion for ordering out .the troops 
from 8 distance from CharlestowU;, I think, was 
founded on a telegi-aphie dispatch from the officer 
in command at Charlestowu (as reported in the 
papers) that 250 men were eiicami)ed near Ber- 
ry ville ford, in Clarke county, which, geograph- 
ically, is nearly in a direct line from this city to 
Gharlestown, bo t4iat they nni,st have passed" by, 
(^rj around Gharlestown, and have gotten in the 
rear, but more into theheart of the State— which 
was so improbabl« as that, the wonder was, that 
apy one could hav;e been iinposed upon by it; at 
all events, an hour's ride of a messenger would 
have determined the fact — ^j-et troops were tele- 
graphed for, and some 5y0 immediately des- 
patched iu hot haste for the bloody field— when 
the troops arrived, it had been ascertained that 
there had been a broomstick fight between some 
old women and a few men who went to search 
the, house formerly occupied by Underwood, who 
was driven from the State in 1850 ; so the several 
companies of volunteers wheeled to the right 
about and came home again. I thiiik there was 
DoU>ing in that exploit to justify exeitcuient or 
alarm; yet it did so to a very laige extent By 
thj6 time the companies reached ilichmotid, an- 
ojtUer alarming telegraph was received that some- 
body's barn or straw stack had been set on fire — 
♦J^^.J^yoops were ordered buck, and the hov/itzers, 
I^ithink it was, that arrived here on one day,, re 
turned the day after. Then came a third rep&i't 
tiitit a large body of men were crossing the river 
at Wh*«liug, on their march to Chai-lestown to 
i;^8C;Ue Brown ; a simple inquiry by telegraph to 
t^ aijdtlioritiea at. Wheeling would have shown 
tbalt ife was an unfounded rumor, which wa» as- 
centaiiied by telegraph before the troops had 
gotten thirty miles from Pvichmond; and a dis- 
patch here and there, for a few emissaries or de- 
tectives sent to the suspected places at the cost 
of .$100, would have diesipated all apprehen- 
eions— but if the report;had been true, they were 
nut within fifteen days march of Charlelstown, 
asd bad to travel thro.ugh a well-settled {>brtion 
of the country, occupied by true, patriotic^ and 
loyal men, through wnich theycould never have 



passe ^ alive ; but, about seven o'clock at night, 
the aliirm bells were sounded, a ir.idnight marcb 
was ordered, the city was drained of its volun- 
teers, men torn from their wives, daughters, 
mothers, and sisters, without preparation of any 
sort, leaving their families and their business in 
an unjirotected state ; and when they arrived at 
the Relay House, on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, where they were detained for awhile, 
it was l eported by the letter writers of the presfr 
thai, on being asked if he thought there was 
really any purpose of an attempted rrecue, the 
Commander-in-Chief replied, " No ! he did not, 
but he thought it a good opportunity to drill his 
boys, and show the North with what readiness 
troops could be raised in Virginia, for the defence 
of the State." In a letter now before me, dated 
Harper's Ferry, Nov. 23, the writer says ; " In 
reply to a gentleman who asked him, this morn- 
ingj if he ha<J any fears of a rescue, he (the Gov- 
ernor) answered, ' he never hud the. least, but 
considered it the finest opportunity that had ever 
offered to put the State in military training.' He 
added, 'I can now tench my boys how to carry 
biscuit iu their knapsacks, and to arrange bullets 
in their cartridge boxes.' " Well, then, if this was 
all the "6ot/.s" were called into service for, and 
it lins been "confirmed by tlie fact that no mortal 
eye has ever yet rested on the enemy they were 
called out to repel — as far as we know, why 
shall I not stand excused in the public judgment 
for not having felt alarmed, excited or disturbed. 
The poet sings of 

"Old ocean in wild tempest tossed. 
To waft a featlier or to drown a Hy." 

and I have often heard of " a tempnt in a teapot" 
but what is one to think of a hurricwnc in a tear 
spoon, that has stirred up the deep foundations 
of society, and lured men on to theii- own destruc- 
tion and the ruin of their country 2 I beg iso 
he excused for not j)articipatii)g in such excite- 
ment. 

I do not say, that to make political capital 
was the object, or sole object, of what a very 
large nunih'er believe to have been, the unfounded 
apprehension that was created, notwithstanding 
the dilevnma to which the Democracy were re- 
duced for some new issue on slavery, while many 
of them admitted that this whole aifair was a 
" Godficnd" to their party ; but what 1 do say is, 
tlut if , that had been the sole obje<it., the most 
erticient means- were adopted to. accomplish the 
end in view, temporarily at least ^ whether it 
will last long enough to result in forwarding the 
views of any great political party in the country, 
will depend very much, I presume, on the facfd 
that may be disclosed by the investigating com- 
mittees of on r Legi slatur'e, an d of th e Sen ate of the 
United States ; but we nuist have t he facts and the 
names of parties, and notmere speculation and as- 
sertion. But, every thiog said or done, or that 
w!is left unsaid or unditne, at theNorth, has been 
exaggerated, magnified and distorted, by a portion 
of the public press, and;by designing men at the 
Sooth ; whilst every indiscreet, intemperate and 
foolish thing, said or done by a highly excited 
people at the South, has in turn been paraded 
before the people of ih^. North, with a view of 
extorting, in retaliation, every opecies of menaca 
and denunciation, and of keeping the North 
united, until the geieral,..but careless reader 
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would have become impressed with the belief, 
that a state of things had arisen, that could only 
be terminated by the most disastrous civil strife. 

The New York Herald and New York Tribune, 
both of which I take, and read every day, have 
for the last nirietj' daj s been loaded down with 
the most inflammatory matter; one is intended 
to operate on the southern miud, for what useful 
purpose I have not seen, and the other upon the 
North, for a purpose that is manifest — but be- 
tween the two,. they have furnished an abundant 
supply of fuel to keep the most extensive politi- 
cal furnace at its utmost capacity of heat. 

Tliat there are good and bad men in all coun- 
tries, in all sections, in all communities, in all 
parties, and in all chui'ches even, every one must 
admit — and that one depraved and wicked per 
son can set a whole neighborhood in an uproar, 
and disturb the general peace of societ}^ the oc- 
currences of every day life have taught us all; 
that' a few such men can effect similar mischief 
on a larger scale, every one must , know — and 
when a large body of misguided and designing 
politieiaiis at either e<id of the Union, have 
brought their minds to the conclusion that their 
only hope for whatever designs they might have 
in view, rested upon the amount of inflammatory 
excitement, that could be raised among their re- 
spective friends, sympathizers, and followers — 
and they set their heads to work, to find fault 
with everything, and criminate everybody, in 
the opposite section, and they in turn send back 
their indiscriminate denunciations and recrimi- 
nations, and the ball is thus kept bandied back- 
wards and forwards, with increased impetus at 
every blow ; is it to be wondered at, that sooner 
or later, a 'spirit of misundei-standing, disaff'ec- 
tion, hostility, and menace, should spring up 
among the idle lookere-on, which may finally ex- 
tend itself to the whole community? These two 
parties, the Disunionists of the South, and the 
Abolitionists of the North, constitute the "Capu- 
lets" and the "Montagues" of our nation, by 
keeping all the rest in a constant state of com- 
motion ; and " a plague on both their hcmses, say 
1." If the good men of the country, those who 
are satisfied to live in the Union as it was foi-med 
by our fathers, and upon the same terms and 
conditions that they lived, would only step for- 
ward, and take the control in their own hands, 
just for one year onlj'-, if they did not like it 
longer — and crush both these miserable factions 
into atoms, as they have the power to do, and 
then to keep them crnsheoi, as there would be no 
serious difficulty in doing — they would accom- 
plish an object that would be secondary in im- 
portance only to the work of their ancestors, in 
establishing the only resting place for the genius 
of Liberty on the wide expanded globe. 

We have become very much a nation of hun- 
ters after office and of spoils. This is th,e case, 
at least, with those vho make all the mischief 
for the rest Let those who are satisfied with 
the Union as it is, elect a President and a Con- 
gress who will hold every abolitionist and disu- 
nionist in the land, or who is tainted with the 
spirit of either, and all who manifest a disposi- 
tion to agitate the only question that produces 
discord in our otherwise happily cemented fami- 
ly, be regarded^and treated m enemies, to their 
country and their birthright, and it will be found 



that the patronage and influence of the govern- 
ment with its $30,000,000 of annual expenditure, 
or whatever other sum to which it may be rer 
duced, will be quit« snfiicient in a few yeavs to 
cure the evil, which will become small by de- 
grees, a:id beautifully less, year after year, until 
it will disappear altogether. Let all ojtccx, pa- 
tronage, and influence, be withheld from .them, 
and disunionists or abolitionists, would soon be- 
come so useless, worthless, and contemptible in 
theii' influence at the polls, that they would no 
longer be courted and caressed; and, if they 
secretly cherished such damaging doctrines as 
are now publicly boasted of in their respe^jtive 
localities, they would no sooper proclaim theni 
aloud, than they would make a public confession 
of their infidelity to the religion of their Soviout'. 
Money, Place and Power, is what the misbhief- 
makers make mischief for; deprive them of 
these, by a corrected public spirit, and a com- 
bined public effort, and the government, which 
is now a disgrao* to the age in which we livp; 
will be restored to harmony, dignity) and effi- 
ciency. . ' 

In a personal and private sense, there are good 
men of all parties in Congress — Democrats, 
>Vhigs, Americans, and Republicans — but h</w 
m.any of them are there, who would utter a threat 
of dissolution — (for which they have been cloth- 
ed with no more power than you or I,) and how 
many would make a speech on slavery, if thejjr 
felt as3urec( that it would be attended with their 
dismissal from the public service? I do not say 
that there is no district in the United States from 
which one or the other or both might not at first 
be returned to Congress, but such influence on 
the part of the Government as 1 have mentioned^ 
added to the exertions of the conservative men 
of each district whose interests.are suffering, and 
whose patience is well nigh exhausted, would 
soon root them out, and force them into a difl'ei*- 
ent course of action; for then their influence 
would not be felt and courted at the polls, fot: 
this it is, that gives them all the consequence 
they possess. 

But^ what has occurred to justify tliis clamor 
for dissolution, and general preparation for civil 
war? I subscribe for,- receive, and read, fifty- 
two papers a week, besides a large lot of others 
that are sent me, or that I meet with elsewhere ; 
there cannot, therefore, bevery much of import- 
ance afloat, that I do not have a fair oppoi-tunity 
to see, or hear of, and yet, I am wholly unin^ 
formed of any necessity, or reason for the onie oi; 
the other. Indeed, I have seen no reason for 
alarm, or uneasiness at anything that has occar- 
red. I pray that it may all be examined,, witli 
a close and scrutinizing eye, with a calmness and 
deliberation worthy of the great interests \^ 
yolved, that we mav see what it amounts to, beJ^ 
fore we light up thfs torch of civil war ; for any 
fool maj^ set fire to a temp^ whilst the euUre 

Sopulation may be unable to eztingoish the 
ames. 

Is it then, because olcl( Brown, with his handful 
of free negroes and dialuded followers, made an 
unsuccessful attempt to get lip a servile insurrecr 
tion, for which lie and th^y have all suffered 
death in som&forn^ or other, except the two no^ 
in custody? ' 1 Bnpp)[^ nbt^ for that maU^ is at 
an end, and they nave passed from the scene of 
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their mischief and their ■wickedness; ^nd I pre- 
Bume no'^ody is afraid of them now, whatever 
may have bean the consternation they occafflob- 
cd among the women and children when alive. 

Is any one apprehensive that such an attempt, 
or one on- a larger scale, is likely to be made 
hereafter, by any now living, and who have wit- 
nessed the result of their miserable failure? and 
wh^n' they have seen what an immence force 
could be collected together any day or night, for 
the protection of our people, tad defence of our 
territory, when no occasion existed for it? Never 
a bit, will they encounter such odds again. 

It surely is not to prevent a rescue now; for 
there are none left to be rescued, but two, and 
they attract no attention. Wliat then is it? 
We are told that a certain set of religious enthu- 
siasts and fanatical abolitionists, continue in the 
vocation they have followed for the last thirty 
years, and pei-sist in preaching against slavery, 
and that those who hear t?fam preach don't rise 
and discoantenance, condemb^ audjcienounce it; 
so far from it, they actually, in many-^instancea, 
pr6fess "td feel a sympathy for'lliown.^^ell, 
then, we are going to dissever this-great Empire, 
and arm the State against. s.i(m/>a/%, are we? " 

^Why, I see nothing remarkable in the fact that 
Fympathy should have been expressed for a man, 
who had been represented to them, and by high 
authority too, as a "hero" and "a bundle of 
nerves," as "an honest, sincere, and truthful 
man," and if, instead of looking upon him as I 
dd, as a wild, visionary, dangerous murderer, 
aid outlaw, who came where he had no business 
to come, to execute what he had no right to in- 
terfere with, I could have been led to believe, he 
was a "hero" and "an honest, sincere, and truth- 
ful man," I would have sympathized with him 
also, and I would have proclaimed it aloud to all 
the world. 

Now it seems to me, that "sympathy" for 
Brown, or want of "sympathy "'for ms, might 
constitute a sufficient reason for breaking off so- 
cial intercourse between the sympathisers and 
the sufferers, if they were neighbors, but rather 
an inadequate cause for a dissolution of the 
Union, or for arming the State. But the mere 
expression of sympathy, on the part of Brown's 
frienda, no more affects our rights of property, 
than the condemnation of that sympathy, on the 
part of others protects it. If the tenure of slave- 
ry "jrere to be decided by this test, I think the 
want of sympathy would preponderate, and the 
property would be safe, and tne State might be 
relteved of the tax of being placed in a condition 
of defence. 

There is one other cause of complaint frequent- 
ly alluded to, which I propose to examine and 
to state fairly, according to my understanding. 
Ifearly ; three year* ago, a man by the name of 
Helper,''a native of North Carolina, published a 
bdofc, entitled ;"J%« Impendivg Critia of the 
SoiUk," which certainly contains a vast deal of 
most mischievous, atrocious, and villanous mat- 
ter, addressed to the non-slaveholding portion of 
the southern population— but that book also con- 
tains extracts and quotations from the writings 
and Bpeeohes of many Tery eminent men in the 
Sontli, on the subject of alavejy— embracing 
sncb. men as Qen. Waabingtbo, Mr. Jeffertsnu, 
Hr. Madiedn', Mr. Moiit'oe; Patrick J^enry, and 



George Mason, and, coming down to a later 
period, to Mr. Clay, Gov. Hammond, Gov. Mc- 
Dowell, Mr. Rives, Mr. Ritchie, Mr. Wise; Mr. 
C. J. Faulkner, Mr. W. B. Preston and others, 
which, from the time of its publication, to with- 
in the last few weeks, has had a ve.ry limited 
circulation, and scarcely any among the people, 
(the non-slaveholders of the South,) to whom it 
was addressed. The book also contains a large 
amount of statistics, taken from the census of 
1850, and is a volume of 420 pages. Some year 
and a half or two years ago, it was proposed to 
publish a compendium of this work: what por- 
tion of it was intended for publication, and what 
to be left out, in this new form, I do not know ; 
but a paper, recommending a subscription to this 
abridged copy of the book, was signed by some 
sixty-seven members of the last Congress. 
Whether they expected it to contain the objec- 
tionable' and offensive matter that is to be found 
in that volume, or whether it was only the ex- 
tracts and the statistics referred to, I have had 
no means of forming an opinion, except so far as 
they have been expressed by several members 
on the floor of Congress, and from a few private 
letters I have received ; but from these I have 
ibYmed my impressions, and they are, that if the 
Hoi:se shall ever be organized, there is not a man 
on that floor, who signed that recommendation, 
that will not purge and acquit himself of all pur- 
pose to endorse or recommend those offensive 
portions of the book that have been so freely 
spread broadcast over the entire country. If 
they do not, I shall be mistaken in my estimate 
of the qualities, both of h^ad and heart of those 
men, and I shall be as ready to condemn them, 
asUhose who have preceded me in their denunci- 
ations. It may be asked, why have they not 
done it already? So far as my knowledge, or 
my opinion goes, it is because they happen to 
think it is not right to interrupt the organization 
of the House by such explanations. . You and I 
may think otherwise; and if I were placed in 
such a position, and felt it to be a false one, no 
consideration of parliamentary usage should re- 
strain me from seizing, the first moment to' extri- 
cate myself from all embarrassment and responsi- 
bility on the subject. But, then, we must re- 
member that all men's minds are not constituted 
alike, or we should never disagree about any- 
thing. The course they have pursued, seems to 
have been laid down as a rule of party ' policy, 
and we know the effect such rules have upon ub 
aU. 

But is the publication of a book, no matter 
what its character, or its endorsement by sixtv- 
eight, or sixty-eight bundled, .or sixty-eight 
thousand men, a sufficient reason for breaking up 
this Union? It may furnish a reason, if we had 
the power, for driving them out — but will it jus- 
tify us in turning ourselves out? Why, if the 
Utiion is no longer desirajble to us — if we don't 
desire any longer to avail ourselves of its advan- 
tages — if we prefer to adopt the suggestion of a 
prominent public writer in the Examiner, a short 
time since, to secede from the Union and call on 
Louis Kapoleon to protect us, why then let us 
go, and make no more ado about it— ;;proi;u2e^ 
you loill be allo7Bed to go. 

If a Bian were a partner in a very extensive 
and wealthy concern to which his whole life had 
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been devoted, and in which the happiness, com- 
fort, and Becurity of hia family were involved, 
would he ever think of running away from his 
hou^e and home, of deserting his family, and 
.abandoning jthe richest and choicest comforts of 
life, bee: use some refractory member of the firm 
complained 6f the way in which his private af- 
fairs were conducted under hia own roof? I cer- 
tainly would not, and, therefore, don't choose to 
surrender all the blessings and advautr.ges that 
I derive from this Union, in a civil, social, reli- 
gious, and political aspect, because Mr. Helper 
or any other sixty-eight mea alive are dissatis- 
fied with the way I manage my domestic aftairs 
in Virginia. V/hen they come here to take con- 
trol of my domestic concerns, or attempt a prac- 
tical interference with them, it will be quite time 
enough for me to find a remedy— it is always at 
hand, and it is not necessary to arm the State 
against Mr. Helper, Mr. Helper's book, or any 
sixty-eight endorsers of that or any other book 
in print. The book will never hurt us half as 
much as it will Mr. Helper ; for God helps us, 
when we can't help ourselves, against all- the 
helpers of abolition and abolition books, so long, 
at least, as we have the Constitution and the 
laws of the country to call to our aid, to bclj no- 
thing of four-fifths of the entire population of 
the North, who are a hard-working, mdustrious 
class of people, attending to their own private 
concerns, as the great body of the people of the 
South are doing, whilst the infatuated abolition- 
ists there, and the infuriated disunionists here, 
are the only parties whose voices are heard above 
the active hum of busy industry. 

It may not be either uninteresting or unin- 
structive to review briefly the history of the 
past, as far as the slavery question is connected 
with the politics of -the country ; and here once 
forall I wish to say, that whenever I use the 
term "Democracy" 1 mean to apply it only to.the 
leading politicians or bossmen of that party, who 
cut out the work for the masses to execute; oc- 
casionally it happens that a head journeyman is 
permitted to come into their councils, but the 
apprentices are never consulted, and they, at last, 
have more at stakcj have more honesty, patriot- 
ism and good common sense than the men by 
whom they suifer themselves to be misledi 

For thi; first twelve years after the formation 
of our Government, its administration was in the 
hands of the Father of his Country and John 
Adams, the elder. In the year 1800 a revolution 
in . the politics of the country occurred, chiefly^ 
through the activity and energy of Aaron Burr, 
who was the legitimate father of Democracy, 
and not Mr. Jetfei-son, who was only the benefit 
ciary of Burr's work, as all will- admit who will 
read Parton's .life of Burr; and whether the dis- 
union portion of the Democratic party have in- 
herited their treasonable principles from their 
distinguished progenitor, will be left for each 
oaeto determine for himsel£ The Waehingtonian 
party were called Federalists, because they origi- 
nally favored the adoption of the Constitution 
under which the present Federal Government was 
formed, and those unfriendly to the Constitution 
and to its adoption were then called Republicans 
and are now called Democratsi But, from the 
time of this revolution — which was inaugurated 
on the 4tli of March, 1801-^9wn> to the 4th of 



March, 1841, a period of forty years, the Repub-' 
lican or Democratic party held undisputed sway 
and almost unrestrained control over the desti- 
nies of the country, with the single interruption 
of four years, from 1825 to 1829 — during which' 
time it was in the hands of John Quincy Adams;- 
Those who recollect the violent and stormy i 
passion exhibited at that daj, at the loss 6f their: 
long-enjoyed power, with the fierce aiid bitter." 
denunciation and invective that characterized the 
opposition to the Administration of Mr; Adams, ■ 
(winch was one of the most able, conservative- ■ 
prosperous, and economical that the country hnb 
ever enjoyed, from its earliest foundatibn,) and 
of those flagitious charges of ^* bargain andeor^ 
r!«)<io»*' against oiie of the purest and most un- 
selfish patriots (as all of every party now admit)' 
that the nation has boasted since the days or 
Washington, together with the desperation and 
unscrupulous means resorted to for the recovery 
of power that marked the period referred to, 
will admit that nothing has since occuiTcd that 
will serve as an analogy. The Democracy sttc- 
ceeded, and Gen. Jackson was inaugurated MftPCh; 
1829; and then began the reign of terror — then- 
commenced for the first time that universal ays- 
t(Jm of proscription, under which devotion to 
Democracy and partisan services in elections 
were held to be the only passports ,to power, and 
the only tests of fitness for office, from the. high- 
est to the most humble in the Government ; thea-' 
the system was inaugurated by which 6Tery op-f 
ponent to Democracj- was to be annihilated, and' 
every man's character was to be assailed and 
blackened who did not bow down and worship ' 
at the shrine ot Jacksonisra, which was another 
term for Democracy. And for eight years— aye^. 
even long after hia retirement from public life, a- 
''hurrah for Jackson" was the only answer 
deemed necessary to the most potent arguments' 
against the most lawless and unconstitutional 
acts of aggression and usurpation of power. 
During all this time^ the numerical strength of ■ 
the country had been gradually but rapidly in- 
creasing in the North and diminishing in the 
South, and yet, for thirty-six years the Routhern: 
Democracy had steadily pefsisted in putting none' 
other than southern men in tlie Presideney; 
Under this state of things northern politicians 
were becoming restive; The policy of the North 
and the South essentially differed at this time ort 
the subject of protection to domestic manufac-- 
tures and the currency, and to counteract this" 
increasing influence on the part of the North and 
the popularity of those questions, certain leading 
politicians, of whom Mr. Calhoun was at tfad' 
head, felt the necessity of adopting some new 
device for the preservation and perpetQatioin of 
southern Democratic ascendancy— and thatr dew 
vice was. to use the question of slavery' iw iT: 
great political eiigine by which the SoTith -^aK 
to be kept tinited, and by the divisions witicTi' 
the distribution of spoils Ani power among the' 
northern Democrats would create, the poteer 
would be retained in the hands bf Etemocracy, ss 
they supposed, for long years to come ^ and the 
• first sccnedn^ this new drams opened with a de* 
nial of the right of petition on the subject of ' 
slavery, which vriw 'the liajing Of the 6orne-8lone 
of the fotlnd«tion on whieh the preeent Abolitich- 
.party has'b^eii erected "HiiB was the first'stejif 



towards strengthening Democracy by uniting the 
South ond dividing the IN'prth, and most fatally 
has it worked in the end. iBut^ in the meantime, 
how inany. in the South have been cajoled or 
driven into their ranks by the eternal: cry that 
slavery was in danger, and that the Democracy 
was the only national party^that could save it, 
and from an apprehension that they might be re- 
garded aa disloyal to the Sputh it would b^ diffi- 
'Oult to enumerate. 

Mr; Van Buren being the special pet of Gen. 
Jackson, the Democracy dared not oppose his will, 
and id 1836, for the iirst time, tliey yielded to 
the necessity of conferring the high distinction 
of a nomination on a "northern man with sotith- 
ern- principles" and but for the shameful waste 
and extravagance, the enormous peculations and 
corrupt practices that prevailed, and were con- 
nived at, and. rather rewarded than rebuked, 
during his Administration, the slavery questioii 
and its constant agitation might have prolonged 
their power to an indefinite period. But this it 
was that led to the policy of denouncing every 
man ia.the South as an Abolitionist, no matter 
what his interest in slave property — no matter 
what the evidence of his patriotism or fidelity - 
to the Constitution — no matter what the extent 
of his services to the public, who did not bend 
the knee to the god of their idolatry, which was 
brazen-faced Democracy. And this policy, then 
established, it is, that bas induced those who 
have no interest in the institution themselves, 
and who are in very, many cases not likely to 
have Bucb an interest at any future day, and who 
care nothing for it further than that it will con 
tribute i ^ the success of Democracy, to take upon 
themselves the prerogative of assuming the lead 
in its defence, over every slaveholder of the 
South, and of branding every man of mark or 
note opposed to their misrule as unfaithful to the 
South, and a sympathizer, an aider and abettor 
of the Abolition party, unworthy the confidence 
and support of a southern ^tate. 

In 1840, Gen. Harrison, an upright, honest, 
patriotic man, a native of Virginia, was nomi- 
nated by the Whigs — he was at once branded 
throughout the State of his nativity and the 
South as an Abolitionist,, whilst his competitor, 
Mr. VanBuren, WM held up as a patron saint 
of the "peculiar institution" — but the charge 
against Gen. Harrison proved to be of no avail — 
the disreputable device failed to accomplish its 
end — the indignation of the country had been 
aroused against the Administration of Mr. Van 
Buren, -and he was swept with the force of a 
tornado from power — this was the second time, 
that in 44 years the Democracy had been over- 
thrown — they stood aghast and dismayed at the 
result; they felt that every hope was gone — tjie 
last and strongest card had been played and the 
game ha^i been lost. In thirty days from his 
inauguration. Gen. Harrison suddenly died — and 
the estate fell to the heir apparent^ the Vice 
President, a man whose vanity, and ambition be- 
ing readily approaebed^ and easily excited, was 
in an incredibly short time won oyer to those 
■^ho had but a few mouths before, been his bit- 
terest revil era — and he turned his back on the 
friends s^ho bad elevated him to> power and to 
fame. At onpe, the hopes of the pemocracy re- 
■vi/od, Hf Ml nnlooked-for act of Provicwnce 



on the one hand, and an act of unparalleled 
treachery on the other, they found tnemaelves 
again in possession of the government — but how 
to retain it was the point. Agitation of the sla- 
very question must be kept up in^some form, 
and they struck upon the expedient of annexing 
a foreign government to' the. United States — not 
for the purpose of extending and strengthening 
the institution of slavery^ — but of extending and 
strengthening the institution of Democracy, for 
in the late oleetion Gen. Harrison had carried 
eight Southern States, and seventy-eight South- 
ern electoral votes— iwhich must be recovered or 
their power was gone forever. Slavery . could 
not be strengthened by its extension into new 
territory, but Democracy might, by increasing 
the political power of the South, which was un- 
der the absolute control of Democracy. As an 
army of 100.000 men iu a compact body is 
stronger and more capable of defending and pro- 
tecting itself, than if divided into a hundred 
parts of 1,000 each — which may by an inferior 
force be out up in detail, so is slavery when con- 
fined. to the fifteen States in which it exists by 
the Constitution and local law of the States, far 
stronger, than if they were scattered over all 
the territory of the United States, when it too 
would be cut up in detail, and no vestige of it 
\7ould be left' in twenty years. 

Upon this issue of the annexation of Texas, and 
the agitation of the question of slavery, they not 
only cheated Mr. Van Buren out of his nomina- 
tion that the people desired, but they again suc- 
ceeded in placing a Southern Democrat in the 
chair over Mr. Clay, another native son of Vir- 
ginia, and a citizen of Kentucky, who was the 
owner of a large body of slaves— but who was 
nevertheless bitterly denounced as an abolition- 
ist. So flushed were they with the unexpected 
victory they had achieved, over the foremost 
man of all the land, and so elated at the success 
of this new issue, that they were determined to 
press Ihe matter of acquisition still further in 
time for the eainpaign of 1848 — and utterly re- 
gardless of all precedent or constitutional re- 
straint, they acquired and admitted Texas as one 
of the States of this Union by a joint resolution 
of Congress, which, as a mere act of ordinary 
legislation, is liable at any time to be repealed ; 
for in law it was null and void from the begin- 
ning, for the reason, that the Constitution gave 
no power to the Legislature to enter into a con- 
tract with a foreign government for the purchase, 
sale, or surrender of its territory. In truth the 
power did not exist anywhere, but there was a 
precedent in the acquisition of Louisiana for ac- 
quiring territory by the treaty-making pow^r — 
K»r which Mr. Jeflferson subsequently suggested 
the propriety of an amendment of .the Constitu- 
tion. So that if that joint resolution should be 
repealed to-morrow, Texas would no longer /e- 
gally be a member of this confederacy — although 
practically, it would haye no effect on her tiattta 
as a State. I only refer to this question to show 
to what extremities the Democracy resorted for 
slavery issues, to control Presidential elections. 

But Texas, answered the purposes of 1844; 
having dodged the two- third vole required for its 
admission by treaty, they were in hot haste to 
get up a new issue for the campaign of 1848 — 
and tney struck upon the expedient of h&ving a 



war with Mexico " to conquer a peace" and " for 
indemniiy for the past, and security for the fu- 
ture," which would inevitably load to the acqui- 
sition of additional territory, ^"irtt. necessarily to 
the question of tho extefislon of slawei'v into it, 
whichv would as 'irifftllihly be " resisted by the 
North, as it wt/uld be claimed and insisted on by 
the South, And this it was that icd to the in- 
troduction of the Wilmot Proviso to be applied 
to any territory that might be acquired from 
Mexico; but they were quite as artful in dodging 
the war-making power as they had been' before 
in dodging the treaty-making power, for they 
knew the war-making power could not be in- 
duced to make a declaration- of war, for the 
reason that we had no' cause of complaint against 
Mexico, while she had ground of complaint 
against us, for annexing' a territory, the title to 
which she had never relinquishe.d, but always 
claimed, and whose iud<jpeiidence had been as- 
serted only, but never fully established ; so they 
managed through Mr. Polk, just elected, to send 
a fleet of observation to the coast of Mexico, and 
an army to Corpus Christi, which was acknowl- 
edged to be " the most western poi7it now (then) 
occupied by Texas" a distance of one hundred 
acad eighty miles from the Rio Grande — all of 
which intermediate territory was then acknowl- 
edged by the President, Secretary of War, and 
our Minister to Mexico, -Mr. Donaldson, to belong 
to Mexico. After waiting at Corpus Christi long 
enough to see that Mexico did not mean to make 
war upon us, this little army was marched across 
to tlie. banks of the llio Grande, a fort erected, 
aaid our guns Were pointed upon the Mexican 
town of Matamoraa ; and thus was the war com- 
menced, without the authority or knowledge of 
the war-making power, to prepare the way for 
the slavery issue in the campaign of 1848. 

Mr. Clay having been defeated by Mr. Polk in 
'44, he was regarded as " hors du combat" for 
the succession, whilst Gen. Scott was generally 
looked upon as the most probable candidate of 
the Opposition ; the position he held in the army 
entitled him to the command, but he was called 
into service, under such circumstances as led him 
to remark before leaving homey that he. went 
leaving "afire in the rear, more formidable than 
tlie fi,re in front" for he knew . he was sent to 
Mexico to be sacrificed. With less than ten 
tlioilsand men under his command, with insuffi- 
cient supplies of everything necessary to oariy 
on the war, he was required to prosecute the 
war " into the vitals of Mexico." He bombarded 
Vera Cruz and took possession of the city and 
the fort; he marched on to Cero Gorda where 
he achieved a victory that crowned his own brow 
with additional laurels, and the American flag, 
and the prowess of our arms with new lustre. 

This was more than they had bargained for — 
and it is mortifying to say, more thnn they de- 
aired ; he was reaping laurels rather too fast and 
too plentifully — .to conquer Mejdoo with such a 
foreci and march into the capital containing a 
population of 250,000, ♦ould be likely to arouse a 
spirit of enthusiasm that might sweep everything, 
the Presidency, included, before him. Mexico 
wanted a commander, and General Santa Anna, 
who was not then in Mexico, was' granted a pri- 
vate pass from our own Government to enter 
Mexico, and secret orders were sent down to oui^ 



Gulf fleet to pejTUit 'him to pisaa iliat?|j<> inig^^' 
J;ake command orihe-Mexican a)rm5^' »«a tl^e 4*^"., 
oree ^ant forth thai Scott must'be crippled(>aii4;^ 
if Aot; cr/ppled, superceded in his eomni^ud— ^ ' 
wouiii^ iever do to let these villainous Whigs rew) 
any advrmta^e from a war thirt bad been made 
by theniflelvoi?, for their own exclusive benefit,; 
and in ths midst of his successful career, it was 
solemnly proposed to appoint Colonel Benton^ ' 
'Lieutenant Genjar'al, to go down to Mexico to' 
take command oV General Scott, (acknowledged 
as the first military man of\ the age,) add of hi?, > 
glorious little ariny.' The, indignation of ythe 
country was at oiioe u roused, and the disreputa* 
ble attempt to disgi'i^ce a victorious chief was 
defeated. Still they were not content. Soott 
must be in some manner shorn of the reputation 
he was acquiring; Democraoj- Was endangefed 
by it So they hit upon the nov^l expedient of 
appointing four Democratic Brigadier Generals, 
three of whom, at least, \had never seen any ser* 
vice, or as far as the country knew, had ever 
held a commission or drawn, a sword from its 
scabbard, or attended a country muster; or should- 
ered an arm more formidable thiin an umbrella or 
a corn-stalk — thtse civil rtiilitary xentlemen,(Col- 
onel Butler had been an aid to Geucral Jackson,) 
following the profession of the la^^^ were sent 
down to watch Scott, and repoi > to Keadquarterd 
at Washington, anything that'in theJc judgment 
might tend to his disparagement. But although < 
surrounded with all these obstructions, difficul- 
ties, and impediments, ON, ON", he marched, from 
point to point, from city to city, from fort to fort, 
"conquering and to conquer!" until at last 
entered the capital of Mexico at the head of his 
gallant little band of men, and planted the flag 
of the United States in the halls of the Montezu- 
mas, when to the eternal disgrace of all who 
were concerned, whilst standing at the head of 
his elated and victorious troops, he was suspend- 
ed from command, which was transferred to one 
of the recently appointed Democratic generals, 
and he, Scott, the soldier, t^e warrior, the hero 
of his country, was brought'home \i\id<?r arrest, 
upon charges 80 frivolous.and contemptible, pp©- 
ferred 'by tuf}. ihferiop officer, (against , v.-b"Tn ' 
had preferred charges that were disj^egarded,) 
that thjey were not prosecuted, ; although te 
claimed and demanded a trial. 

Never was there a more disgraoeful occurrence 
to be recorded on the page of history for so ig- 
nob'e an end. And I thank God that'his coun- 
trymen have rebuked the conduct of his oppije*' 
sors, and wiped out the 'staVl^ attempted to bo 
affixed to his illustrious na,me^his party, pow- 
erless to elect, subsequently gave him a nomiaa- 
tion for the Presidency and cast for him 1,385,- 
000 votes at the polls; and failing'in their pm^pose 
to make him President, have since demanded axA - 
secured to him a military rank and, title, lieTer 
conferred on any other than the venerable Wash- 
ington; the stain— no, not the stain, but the 
wrong and injustice of his oppressors have been 
wiped out, and in his ripe old age he stands vin- 
dicated and honored by his fellow-countrymen. 

But whilst they were thus killing off Scott for . 
the campaign of 1848, there was another old«>t- 
dier then unhonored and unknown to fame, and of 
whom they had not thought, or no doubt he 
would have been tried by a drum-head court 



martial for whipping this same General Santa 
Aiina at Buena Vista, and suspended also fron\ 
c<^niand; and in him they caught a tartar, they 
toeni.oift- to shear, and came home shorn. 6eue 
raLTaylor was selected as the candidate ia oppo- 
sition to General Cass, and although he 'was said 
to.Ji&ve been the owner of soine two or three 
hundred slayes, he, too, in turn, was vehemently 

. denounced as an abolitionist^ not fit to be trusted 
by the South ; nor is it probable he would have 
been trusted, but for the division of a portion of 
the northern Democracy in favor of Mr. Van 
Buren, who, to resent his defeat in the Conven- 
tion of '44, had by this time made an exhibition 
of.bis "southern principles" not very much to 
the taste of his former admirers in the South, and 
ran as a Free soil candidate. HerSi then, all 
their- issues had thuc failed in 1848 ; the twenty- 
first rule, the cry of abolition, the annexation of 
letxas, the Mexican war, had all availed them 
nothing, and for the third time the "sceptre had 
departed from Judah." This they could no 

• longer, stand, and what was their next resort?. 
Why nothing short of a dissolution of the Union 
and the organization of a Southei*n Confederacy, 
in .which their title to power would be perpetual 
and omnipotent, and we poor devils of the Whig 
party were to be made the hewers of wood, and 
dra.wer8 of water for our hard task-masters, ex- 
cept on the condition of bending the knee to 
Baal ; this cry of disunion was hushed and trod- 
den under foot by ihe happy influence of the 
compromises of 1850, which they sternly resisted 
to, tne end, and rather than submit to which, 
they called a convention at Nashville for the 
purpose of initiating a movement in favor of dis 
solution ; tlmt failing, and finding these measures 
were overwhelmingly popular with the people, 
they wheeled to the right about, claimed the cQm- 
promises as their own sacred work, put up their 
candidate from New Hampshire on theiplatform 
of the compromise measures, swore he was a bet- 
ter southern man, and more to be relied on fur 
his devotion and faithful adherence to those 
compromises as a final settlement of the. question 
than General Scott, another native of Virginia, 
whom they denouna«d ialso as a radical abolition- 
ist, and subject to the influence and control of 
abolitionists, and they carried every southern 
State against him except three — Maryland, Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky. 

It was by these means, and by a resort to such 
expedients, that they were enabled by making a 
foot-ball for party of the slavery issue, and turn- 
ing it into a sectional pai'ty question to succeed 
at all— always expressing doubt and distrust of 
every southern man who did not agree with 
their general policy of government, and confid- 
ing in, ti-usting to, and coalescing with every 

_ ip^n of the North, whose natural and educational 
, infilincte were opposed to slavery, if they would 

' only do the one needful tiling, and that was, to 
help them to mottey, place, tmA powejr. 

Seeing the success with which this sectional 
pro-slavery party. had played their game, by 
keeping the South generally united upon the 
slavery question as a political issue for retaining 
ppw^r, it was not unnatural that the northern 
palitioians, having a large majority of the electo- 
ral vote in the northern States, and which had 
been steadily increasing, ehoald have made a po- 



litical hobby of the anti-slavery side of the ques-' 
tion, and have used ihoir exertjons to unite the 
North in opposition to the extension of slavery,- 
for the purpose of acquiring power. How far, 
or how soon they would have succeeded in ob- 
taining an asceaaancy over the southern Demoo- 
racy is questionable — if Democracy had been' 
gifted with common prudence or common hon- 
esty ; but the supreme folly of that party in 1854, 
in order to make another new slavery issue for' 
the election of 1856, in breaking down the Mis- 
souri xtempromise, ia order to force slavery into' 
territory devoted to freedom, and which had 
been hallowed bj' time and recognized by the 
whole country as a bargain and compact, sacred 
and inviolate as the Constitution itself, was the 
last grain that bi-oke the camel's back; it aroused 
the indignation of the whole North ; it opened 
their eyes to the aggressions of the Democratic 
party in the South : northei-n politicians seized 
upon the occasion, and using with adroitness the 
instruments thus placed in their hands, have at 
last succeeded in beating down southern Democ- 
racy with their own weapons, and at their own 
game; and thus the whole story respecting the 
slavery .''siue is plainly and fairly told. It has 
been used by both parties for political purposes ; 
by one, for the purpose of retaining; the other, 
for acquiring money, place, and power; and 
vhilst the leaders on both sides have excited 
their followers to a condition of unreasonable 
pretension and demand, they are sitting hob nob 
at Washington, dining, drinking wine, cracking 
nuts, and cracking jokes together, as familiarly 
and unconcerned, and as careless and indifferent 
about results gi'pwing out of the agitation they 
have created, beyond its immediate effect upon 
parties, as if never a slave had been heard of in 
the country. Tims has southern Democracy lost 
the game and the stakes played for; and now 
they call upon us, the conservative Whigs of the 
South, whom they have treated as worse than 
aliens, whose counsels they have spurned, whose' 
fidelity they have derided, whose remonstrances" 
against making a party and sectional issue of 
slavery they have contemned, whose patriotism 
they laughed" at, and whose loyalty they have 
denounced; after all this, in the hour of their 
humility and defeat, they call upon ua for aid, 
which, in the hour of their triumph and pride, 
they scoffed at and rejected with disdain ; failing 
in which, they threaten to t^ar down the fairest 
fabric of Government ever erected by human 
hands. I can only say, if they get no aid, until 
they get it fi''Jta me, their patience will be ex- 
hausted, unless they have an interminable sup- 
ply ; for doomsday might crack, and they would 
still be found without it. It has been under their 
control that the country has been brought to its 
present deplorable and disgraceful condition, in 
every aspect in which it can be viewed. They 
have shown themselves to be utterly unworthy 
and incompetent to manage the affairs of tniai 
nation, because each one has been managing for' 
himself. Lei them be sft aside, and let some 
other party be called to the helm of State, and 
let them howl„and rave, and "tear their passions 
to tatters" at the loss of money, place, and 
power, which they have so long enjoyed and 06 
wildly abused. 
Ib there any trutii or sincerity in the declara* 



tionsmade on the floor of Gongress, and in the 
public presaescby the Democracy, that the insti- 
tutipu of X slavery is in danger ? Let us look' for 
one monjeut at their declarations an4 then at 
their actions, and every man with brains or with- 
out Ihem, nvust at once become satisfied that it is 
the merest hypocrisy, trickery and jugglery for 
political effect, for money, place, andpoicer, that 
was ever played oS on the credulity of sensible 
men. 

From the commencement of the present meet- 
ing of Congress, the loudest professions of devo- 
tion to the South and its institutions, have, as 
usual, been reiterated in our ears. The cbuntr^^ 
has been notified that the election of Mr. Sherman 
would be the forerunner of the election of a Re- 
publican to the Presidency, and that such a re- 
sult would not only be destructive of the Union, 
for which thej' profess no great concern, but 
ruinous to slavery, of which they assume exclu- 
sive guardianship. And, therefore, the preserva- 
tion of the one, and the security of the other, 
depended on the defeat of the Republican candi- 
date for Speaker; for the accomplishment of 
which, every obligation that could devolve upon 
a Southern Representative, required them to pre- 
sent an undivided front to that party whoee suc- 
cess would bring so many untold woes upon the 
country, but especially on the South. This was 
their profession. What has been their practice ? 
Why, when it was already demonstrated that no 
member of the Democratic party could bring to 
his aid outside influence enough, with the vote 
of the southern Opposition combined, to secure 
Lis election, but that on several different ballots 
it was in ilieir power, by presenting this unbroken 
front, to elect either one of three conservative 
southern men, Gilmer, Boteler or Maynard, they 
quietly turned upon their heels and withheld 
th^^ir support — thus, in effect, declaring that to 
save the Union and to save the South, and its 
best interests, they would not vote for any other 
than a Democrat. Democracy then, it is now 
confessei, is their one idea. The security of 
slavery, and the success of Democracy, have not, 
by any meaus, for the first time, been, hut are 
now, in the most glaring and palpable form, 
brought in collision. And what does this only 
"National Parly,^' \h&i& peculiar and only friends 
to southern rights and southern institutions 
say? Why, in effect, they say, let the Union 
go, to destruction, and slavery along with it, if 
to save either, or both, involves the defeat of 
Democracy or the loss of money, place, and power. 
And it is upon this idea of protection to skvery 
that this satne Democracy propose to adopt a 
system altogether unnecessary, injudicious, dan- 
gerous and expensive to our already over-taxed 
people. It is nothing less than a proposition to 
put the entire Commonwealth in a state of de- 
fence — to establish armories, manufacture imple- 
ments of war, and to put arnis in . the hands of 
all .the citizens of the State — arm the people! 
An4;fpr what, and against whom? Who are 
we going to fight f, Do the authorities of this 
State contemplate sending an armed force into 
Pennsylvania, or Ohio, or through the territories 
of those States, to attack Beecher, Phillips, 
Cheever, Garrison and their associates? Or is 
it contemplated that they are coming here to 
atta<3kus? Or is it from an apprehension of a 



general, servile insurrection, when such gratify- 
ing evidence of the fidelity of the slaves around 
llarpei''s Ferry has just been furnished to out 
people? Half a million or a million of dollars 
to be laid out for defence, against wind-mills of 
crack-brained creation! Let it be done, an<3 
those who contribute.towards it, will Mve to la- 
ment it, and wonder how they could have been 
80 misled. Of one thing, all may be assured, 
and that is, that if ever another John Browi» 
should make his appearance here, he will hav« 
no occasion for bringing his pikes along to -arm 
the negroes — they will be abundantly supplied 
with aims — if the^ shall not, in the meantime, 
have been eaten up with rust To encourage 
the organization of volunteer companies, who 
will have regular parades, and keep their arms, 
not only in safety, but in order, is but right, and 
all that is necessary and proper to be done. 

But the quest ion is often asked, is all this to 
lead to a dissolution of the Union ? I answer 
no! He who threatensits destruction only exhib- 
its himself as a rash, inconsiderate and thought- 
less man, ignorant of the nature of our goveril- 
ment, and incapable of 'comprehending the mag- 
nitude and the difficulties that surround the 
subject ; be skims like a bird over the smooth 
surface of the lake where all is tranquil and 
placid, but never looks below at the rocks, and 
reefs, and shoals and bars, that on every side 
threaten the safety of the mariner. -This Union 
was not made to be dissolved. It was intended 
to be perpetual, and perpetual if will be. Be* 
cause eacn day that it has existed from the hour 
of its bii'th, it has become more and more a i?H- 
OKSSiTY, that cannot be dispensed with. It had 
grown with its growth, and strengthened with 
its strength, until it has become a fixture perma'^ 
nent and enduring. Its founders wisely provided 
for its perpetuation — but as wisely omitted to 
provide for its destruction. A dissolution of this 
great and glorious and sacred Union 1 ".ft it 
not So nominated in the bond." 

Under the old articles of confederation it was 
provided in act 6th, that — 

" No two or more States shall enter into any trealyi con- 
federation or alliance whatever, between them, without 
the consent of the Congress of the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled, specifying accurately the purpose for 
which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall 
continue." • 

Again: ' 

"Article 18th. Every State shall abide by the determiii- 
ations of the United States, in Congress assembled, on all- 
onestions which, by this confederation, is submitted tb.. 
them; and the articles of this confederation shall be in-' 
violably observed by every State, and the Union dhhU ft« 
perpetiMte." ,• ■ , 

And the concluding paragraph declares: 

"And we do further solemnly plight and engage the 
faith of bur respective constituents, that they shall abi^ 
by the determinations of the United States in Cong^eeg,. 
assembled, on all questions which, by the said confeaera-' 
tion, are submitted to tliem. And that the articles thereof ' 
shall be inviolably observed by the States we respeoUvdy' 
represent— and that the Union shall pe^perp^uoL" • 

So that under the old Confederation, the Union 
was intended to be perpetual; and undler the 
Constitution it is declared, that the object is to 
{orm ," a more perfect Union;" and «o they did,- 
because under the articles of confederation, tbe 
existence of the Unoin depended on the plighted 
faith only; of the parties — there was no power 
given to perpetuate itself— but under the *'«u>s'« 



perfect Union " formed by.the Constitution, this 
power is given — andean be counteracted only 
py revolution, which must be stronger than the 
gpvemmejit itself to be successful — the idea, then, 
of a peaceable dissolution, is as preposterous as 
t6' talk about dismembering a limb from the body, 
■witljbut mutilation, deformity, or pain. If there 
is no violation of the Constitution, you have no 
right to withdraw as a member of the body, be- 
cinse it cannot be done without mutilation, pain 
and.danger to the other members of the body, 
iven if your own condition would be benefitted 
by the withdrawal ; and if ^Iie Constitution is 
violated, other remedies than revolution or with- 
chfawal are amply provided. If tlie United 
States was composed of one consoliduted mass, 
as 19 England or France, it might by consent of 
parties be divided; but, being composed of thirty- 
thfcQ separate States, and each one having to 
act for itself, with their diversified views, inter- 
tSsts, localities, political nfRnities, and habits of 
iiiterctinrse, it would be found utterly impracti- 
cable to carry it out. Suppose, by common con- 
sent, the vote should be submitted to each State 
to^thbiTow. Virginia votes to go out, Maryland, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina and Texas 
vote to stay in, as tliey probablj' would ; it would 
constitute a confederacj'^ with boundaries even 
mote awkward and inconvenient than some of 
our gerrymandered Congressional districts. Texas 
iid the Union with intermediate States out of it ; 
■'^rginia out, and surrounded on every side by 
» States that are in ; wliat would be her condition? 
Would she constitute an isolated government, or 
would she be a part of a southern confederacy, 
cat off from all access and intercourse with her 
confederates ? Then, again, the Democracy, and 
that is almost a synonyme for the South, claim 
the benefit of tlie Monroe doctrine, as it has been 
interpreted, that no European government shall 
be allowed to interfere with the affairs of this 
continent, and to avoid the proximity of a 
dangerous neighbor, they have already pro- 
posed to take possession of Cuba, by fair 
means, if the^ can, but by foul, if they 'must ; 
■wonld Virginia and the more southern States of 
the new Confederacy admit this doctrine as ap- 
plicable to themselves? That those States vo- 
ting to remain in the Union of which there would 
be a vast and overpowering majority, should take 
by fair means if they could, but by foul if neces- 
eary, their several Territories to avoid European 
interference and proximity, and hold them in a 
territorial condition until they were qualified to 
be admitted as free States into tlie Union, then,- 

Serhaps, embracing all of Canada ? But we are 
aily told that the South is strong enough to take 
care of itself — and so it is, under the Cqpstitu- 
tioQ, and in the Union — but without the one, and 
out of the other — it is all moonshine — there is no 
reality in it; by the time the division would be 
brought about, if at all, their numbers would tre- 
ble ours ; and Avhere is the power abroad, friendly 
to slavery that the South would look to for pro- 
tection ? All this bluster about the power of six 
millions, to cope with, and conquer from thirteen 
to fifteen millions may suit a debating 'society or 
Fourth of July display — but is vefy unprofitable 
elsewhere, and ought to be reserved for such oc- 
casions. Nobody believes it, and nobody believes 
the North is disposed to put it to the test — for 



they are as much interested in maintaining the 
Union as we are — and it is said by the South to 
be far more so — and it is not a principle with th« 
Yankees to make any trade that there is no 
money in, and don't pay. Then, again, upon 
what terms are we to divide? What portion of 
the army and navy, of the public treasury, pub- 
lic lands, public property of all descriptions, arse- 
nals, forts, docks, fortifications, navy yards, is to 
be alloted to each? 

As to the natural man, we are told, "we brought 
nothing into this world, so it is certain we can 
carry nothing out" — but the seceding States hav« 
brought a great deal into the public treasury ; 
are vv^e to take nothing out ? and if yed, what 
and how? and if nay, are we to go out bare- 
headed, bare-footed, and bare backed, leaving all 
the property, treasury, and sinews of war in the 
hands of our deadliest enemies, as they would 
soon become. And I pray to know what evil 
cbuld be cured out of the Union that cannot be 
ten-fold more readily cured in the Union. 

Somebody has asked, how are you going to di- 
vide the 4th of July, Yorktown, and Bunker 
Hill ?_but I will ask a more practical question. 
How are you going to dispose of the Mississippi 
river? Louisiana and Mississippi vote to go out ; 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Pennsylvania,. Ohio, Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Missouri, Iowa, Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin, &&., choose to stay in; the mouth of the 
Mississippi has been bought and paid for, out of 
the common purse, for the benefit of the whole; 
how is it to be disposed of, and who is to control 
it ? Again : Would the South be prepared to 
recognize the right of the State of Ohio, occu- 
pying nearly the centre of the Union, to secedo, 
and establish her independence in our midst, and 
with open arms to receive all fugitive slaves, as 
they are now received in Canad-i, with no treaty 
or other obligations resting upon her, to surren- 
der them'? Suppose Texas should become set- 
tled by a foreign population, and should exclude 
slavery from its limits, would the South recog- 
nize her right, peaceably, to withdraw from^ the 
Union v/ith no obligation to surrender fugitives? 
Would New Jersey be permitted, peaceably^ t» 
retire from the Union, and cut off all connection, 
intercourse and travel through her territory, 
either in peace or war ? If w,e were to purchase 
Cuba at $200,000,000, and admit her as a State, 
would her right be acknowledged, tlie day after 
she was paid for and admitted as a sovereign 
State, peaceably to withdraw, declare) her inde- 
pendence, and annex herself again to Spain? 
Let this doctrine be fully established, and I im- 
agine all serious impediments to the purchase will 
be speedily removed — and Mr. Buchan may yet 
close his administration in a blaze of glory for 
having acquired what has been so long coveted 
by many of our people. Is it treason to the 
South to call their attention to these latter views? 
But I tire of enumerating difficulties, of which 
I have scarcely made a beginning. As I said, 
the union of these States has become an absolute 
NEOESstTV, not only for ourselves, but as one of 
the great powers of the world, to preserve the 
equilibrium of nations — to furnish a home for the 
oppressed of all the world, to enjoy the benefits 
of oar institutions, and the protection of our laws, 
but not to make thenu Blot out the United States 
from the map of nations to-morrow, and in twen- 



ty years the world would exhibit 6nG universal 
scene of absolute deapotisni. The Almighty does 
not will this to be, and it will not be. The 
Union ain't s^oing to be dissolved, "and there's 
on end on'fc." 

The population of the United States is from 
2'5 to 80,000,000 ; thfe Abolition party may 
bei estimated at from 100 to 150,000; and now 
the question is, shall we surrender this mag- 
nificent Em])ire to them, and throw away the 
great results of all the toil, sufferings, and dan- 
gers that our fathers endured — more for us than 
themselves — and thereby enable them to aboli- j 
tiohize the rest of the North, as would be done, | 
if all constitutional restrictions should be thrown | 
off; or to remain in, and by the power of the 
Constitution control the whole, and obtain what 
we are entitled to — full, fair, equal justice to all. 
Can sensible men hesitate which of the two to 
cJioose? 

There ia certainly a very unfortunate state of 
excitement in the country and in Congress, which 
is much to be deplored. It will be kept up until 
after the election in November next, and then it 
will subside; Congress and the country will then 
resume its usual tone, and the Union will be left 
ten times stronger than it was the day it was 
formed. For one, I claim to be an American 
citizen, arid I mean to remain one — there are not 
Democrats enough alive to deprive me of that 
great birthright whilst I live — and where the 
stars and stripes float, there will I be found ; and 
no such ijai tj' as the Democracy can carry me 
along with them out of this Union, even if they 
iiad found a way to get out themselves. If they 
wish to go, let them go, individually or collec- 
tively as they prefer, but I beg them to leave the 
State, and leave me behind. I incline to think 
the country and tiie State could spare them all 
that want to go, without very serious loss. 

There are some who seem to think the Union 
would be dissolved, if the Democratic represen- 
tatives of the Southern States were to leave Con- 
gress in a body and return home. (Nobody sus- 
pects the Opposition of such folly.) First of all, 
they are going to do no such thing. It would 
be a God's blessing if many of them would, and 
let better men take their places; but if they were, 
a quorum would still be left for all useful and 
legislative purposes. If tlie whole body should 
break up in a row, it would not effect the Union. 
Congress has broken up every year from 17S9 
down to 1859 — sometimes in a good humor, and 
sometimes in a bad one, but it matters little 
which, as far as tlie Union is concerned. Neither 
the Democracy nor Congress had mnoh to do 
with making the Union, and neither will be able 
to dissolve it. The power that created, is the 
power to destroy,- and that was not Congress. 
The Democracy were never the fiieiiids of the 
Constitution — tliey were originally opposed to 
it6 adoption, and to this r'.ay, as a term of re- 
roach, have habitu.illy denounced uk, who have 
e'en its friends and supporters as Federalists, 
be<Sause it was the Federal party, headed by such 
nien as Washington, Madison, Hamilton, and 
Marshall, that carried it through triumphantly, 
against the most strenuous efforts of the Demo- 
cratic or Republican party, as it was then called. 

In the case of Cohen vs. the State of Virginia, 
before the Supreme Court of the United States, 



Chief Justice Marshall, than whom, a purer or 
more able judge or better man, has never adorhed 
the bench in any age or country, said;-—* j 

" It Is true, if all the States or a majority of them refkue 
to eluct Senatora, the legislative powers of the Goverii-. 
ment will be suspended. But if any one State shall refuM 
\o elect them, the Senate will not on that account be the 
less citpablo of performing all its functions. The argn- 
ment founded on this fact wpuld seem rather to prove tbd 
subordination of their parts to the whole than' the oom<' 
plete independence of any one of them. The flramers Of 
the Constitution were, indeed, unable to make any provi- 
sions which should protect that iuetrument against a gen- 
eral combination of the States, or of the people, for its 
destruction, and conscious of this inability they hare not 
made tiie attempt. But they were able to provide against 
the operations of measures <adopted by any one State, 
whose tendency might be to arrest the execution of these 
laws, and thus it was the part of true wisdom to attempt 
it. We thin Ic they have attempted it." 

And so think the people ; and the Democracy: 
cian come home as soon as t hey choose — but they. 
are about as likely to do that as they are to dis-' 
solve the Union, for that would be a surrender 
of Money, Place, and Power, and when you 
catch them at that, you ma}- " catch a weazel: 
asleep," or a hen with teeth. 

It is true, that many violent and improper 
things have been said- and done at the Iforth, 
and we have an especial right to complaia of 
those States that have adopted legislative enact- 
ments for defeating or nullifying the fugitive 
slave law ; even if some of its provisions are obr. 
jectionable to them, that is not their remedy, and 
they have no right to resort to it; but are not 
violent and intemperate things said and dune 
here, also, of whicii they ni.iy complain? Look 
at the advectisenient which follows, and which I 
cut from a northern paper : 

" We find the following specimen of advertising literal 
tare in the Kichmond (Va.) paper:" 

" $100,000 Rbwarb. — Messrs. EnrroRS. — I will be one 
of one hundred gi'ntiemen who will give twenty-five del-, 
lars each /or- the /leads of th» foUoicing traitors : 

" Henry Wilsoa, Majsaachusetts ; Charles Sumner, Mass- 
achuseits; Horace Grcely.Ncw Yoric; John P. Hale, New' 
llampsliire; Wendell I'hillips, Henry Ward Bcecher, 
Broojjlyu ; Kev. Dr. Cheever, New York ; Eev. Mr. Wh«»-, 
.ler. New Hampshire ; Schuyler Colfax. Anson Bnrlingame, 
Owen Lovc^joy, Anios P. Granger, Edwin B. Morgan, Ga- 
lusha A. Grow, Joshua K. Giadlngs, Edward Wade, OaJ« 
vin C. Chaffee, William H. Kelsey, William A. Howard, 
ll(?nry Walden, John Sherman, George W. Paimer, Daniel 
W. Gooch, Hen.'y L. Dawes, Justin 8. Morrill, 1. Wash* 
burn, Jr., J. A. Bingham, Wm. KelIog<», E. B. Wash- ' 
burn, Benj. Stanton, Edward Dodd, C. B. Tompkins, John' 
Covode, Cad. C. Washburne, Samuel G. Andrews, A- Bi , 
Olin. Sidney Bean, Nathaniel B Durfee, Emory B. Pottle, 
BeWitt O. Leach, J. F. Potter, T. Davis. Massachusetts;. 
T. Bavis. Iowa-; J. O. Fansworth, C. L. Knapp, R. E» 
Fenton, Philemon Bliss, Mason W. Tappnn, Chas. Case, 
James Pipe, Homer E. Boyce, Isaac I>. Clawson, A. B', 
Murray, Kobert B. Hall, Valentine B. Horton, Freemna? 
II. Morse, Bavid Kilgore, Wra. Stewart, Samuel B. Cur- ; 
tis, John M. Wood, John M. Parker, Stephen C. Foster, 
Chas. J. Gilman, Chas. B. Hoard, John Thompson, J, W,- 
Slierman, Wm. B. Braxton," Jas. Bulflngton, G. B. Matte- 
son, Uichard Mott, George K. Bobbins, Ezekiel P. Wal- 
ten, James Wilson, 8. A. Pnrviance, Francis E. Spinner,., 
Silas M. Burroughs. And I will also be one of one hun- 
dred to pay five hundred dollars each ($50,000) J'Jw- SMT- 
head nf WiUienn, 11. Seward, and would add asimilai^^rer' 
ward for Fred. Dbtfgto,- bpt- regarding him, head and 
shoulders, abov«? these traitor^'WiU pennjfhjm to reinaSn 
where he now is. ' ^ « \.! 

' ■ ' ""SicHJiOHn." 

I need liot bc to|d that this ,wfta,\n tended as a 
piece of bjtdinag'e.'and a jokj;^ for, we here all 
know, that no'earrfesi rewm-d. of $50,000 for a 
midnight assassination could have found its way 
into any respe'cf able jiisper ^t *^^h;e Soatb, for that 
would have l?e4n- as ibaji «^ bid John Brown's 



ipiduiglit aasassinatiouB at Harpor'a F^rry ; but 
. -ihat is not the thing. It is publiahed here, copied 
there,^ seized upon by the agitators, read to an 
excited multitude, probably to the friends of the 
individual fur whose head the reward is offered; 
they take it all in good sober earnest, ae iridiea- 
tive of southern feeling. They, in tutti, indulge 
in all sorts of venom and vituperation; they poUr 
oat their vilest Billingsgate against the South. 
That is published there, sent on here, and circu- 
lated among our people as the general sentiment 
of the NorUi; and, in this way, agitators there, 
and agitators here, keep the country in a con- 
tinual ferment for their amOsement, or to ad- 
yanoe their own political fortunes. 
" But other things have also been done here, of 
which just complaint maybe made; quiet, order- 
ly, peaceable citizens of the free States, (if the 
newspapers are to bo relied on,) men of busi- 
ness habits and character, travelling on the pub- 
lic highway, or sojourning in southern cities, have 
been arrested and put under guard, or turned 
back and advised to get home with all possible 
(clispatch, for fear of a coat of tar and feathei's. 
We are told that fifty such men lately had to 
leave the southern States for their own homes, 
not because they had violated any law, or done 
anything that was wrong, but because they were- 
from the North, thus leaving their business ne- 
glected, and their rights of citizenship unpro- 
tected. Let us bring this thing home to oiu*- 
selves, and see how it -would work. Suppose a 
system of retaliation should be resorted to, and 
a body of southern merchants, or persons in 
search of health or pleasure; travelling through- 
Pennsylvania, New York, or New England, were 
stopped, arrested, or turned tack, only because 
they were from the South, what would be thought 
of it here, and to what consequences would it 
lead? I must say that, if such an unlawful exer- 
cise of despotic power is per.nitted to continue, 
it would be time to dissolve the Union; for, the 
government that does not protect its unoffending 
citizens at homo, is worse than no government at 
alL I claim for every citizen in the land the 
clear and indisputable right to travel and remain 
where, and as long as he likes, provided he be- 
haves himself and violates none of the obliga- 
tions of a good citizen. If a naturalized French- 
man is entitled to the protection of the United 
States Government in France, and if an Austrian 



in Vienna, or a Prussian in Berlin, certainly a 
citizen of New York or New England is eq^ually 
entitled to protection in Virginia, Georgia, or 
IiOaiaiana. Nor does this sacred and inailiena- 
ble right of citizenship, at all interfere with a 
proper and rigid exercise of vigilance being kept 
upon persons of doubtful or suspicious character, 
upon itinerant vagrants and strolling vagabonds, 
ip^yelling through the country without ostensi- 
ble or lawful pursuits, and if cauglit in any vio- 
lation of layr^ to subject theni to the penalties of 
the lalv; but 1 Vill ,nqt^coiiieBt lhat I shall be 
liable to artest, or denied the privilege of trav- 
elling through any State in t^u's JjEion^ because 
I;am a Virginian 6r i'slav^holvler, or that others 
shall be subject <to t)ie aa.me viofence and wrong, 
because they were' iFrom one of the free Stiates. 

What, then, '.is .the docfcrin^ bf icivil liberty, 
and the right? ot <ei^z^nshii>, bs. estabilished by 
■' modem southern Psmoccacy ? ' ram'arrested in 



New Englandi because t am from a slave State, 
and a slpVehblder. Naturalized Hansberger is 
arrested'in Berlin, because he is a native of Prus- 
sia. We bbth appeal to the United States Gpv- 
ernment for protection — he is entitled to it, and 
I am not. Is' that it — to all practical effect it.la. 
We must go to war for Hansberger, but I aqi to 
be Itfft to' take care of myself, and get ©iit of the 
cliitches of a Vigilant committee to avoid tarapid 
feathers as I can. So say those who have exer- 
cised this power here. Olfi, Democracy! oh, con- 
sistency I thou art jewels of priceless value. 

Our friends must be pleased to see the efforts 
to induce the South to go to work and manuifao- 
ture for itself. It has been too long dependent 
for almost every household comfort and conve- 
nience on the labol' of others, from a corn-broom 
and water-bucket, to the richest and most costly 
article of daily necessity in our families. It is a 
policy that for five and twenty years we have 
never ceased to urge upon them— encoura,^ement 
to home eritei'pnse and home industry, which has 
alwaj'S been met with the cry of "free trade," 
and "biiy where you can buy cheapest," My 
only regret is, that the effort does not arise from 
a sound conviction of its eminent propriety, 
which would make it a permanent policy, rather 
than from a spirit of hostility and retaliation, 
which will 1 fcRvj-ender it temporary and una,- 
vailing ; and if it is the true policy of the South, 
(a& all seem now willing to admit,) to encourage 
and protect the labor and enterprise of our own 
people, in preference to that, of sister- States, 
now vastly more important is it that the nation , 
should aaopt the same policy, and protect the 
industry and energies of the people, i-ather than 
that of foreign governments? or will those who 
urge the necessity of rendering the South inde- 
pendent of the North, contend for the absurdity 
that it is desirable, or expedient, or wise, that 
both North or South shall continue their , de- 
pendence on thQ people, or the labor of Europe? 
It appears to me that the "Southern Riglits As- 
sociations" of the South, composed almost exclu- 
sively of those who have been most clamorous 
for "free trade, and buy where you can buy 
cheapest," have surrendered the whole question, 
and forever closed their lips against the policy of 
protection ; provided they are actuated by any 
consistency of principle, or provided they profess 
to consult the interests of the whole, as they do 
that of a section, or unless they contend that the 
Constitution was made for a section, and not for 
the whole. 

And now, the main and important question 
arises, is there no basis for the perminent adjiists- 
ment of this agonizing question ? To my mind' 
it appears there is. , 

We must get back to the original purposes of 
the Constitution, and to the evident design of the 
great framers of that sacred instrument. It must 
be understood between the North and the South, 
that we will let each other alone— that they 
shall attend to tlieir business, and we will at- 
tend to oui-si-that they are in no manner respon- 
sible for the existence of slavery in the South, 
and have no tight to meddle with it, in any 
manner, form or shape, except so far as the duty 
devolves upon them, to see that there is no inter- 
ruption to the execution of 'the law for the sur- 
render of runaway slaves; if there are any ob- 



noxicus features of that la\v, of wliiieh they may 
jrlBtiy complain, Jet them be 80 far . modified as 
wiil not interfere with a proper and. fair execu- 
tion of its legitimate! objeets;! Thfsre are national 
sad conserv^ative mcn^enoiugh in the North to 
■ Jjqarantee all this, if they will ex^Tcisft their en- 
^gies for its accomplishment, 
* Oil the other band, we must be confent to live 
83 our fathers lived for two hundred yeare prjor 
td 1854, satisfied with the.iii8titiitione(8ecured to 
where it exists by law and is recognized by 
the Constitution and we must resist all eflforls 
of extreme men (upon whom the question of 
slavery has ostensibly 'operated lite the night- 
rn&re, disturbing their thoughts by day and their 
dreams by night) to coerce the institution of 
slavery into territory aow free against the will 
of the people inhabiting the territory, eitheir by" 
national legislation or by force of arms,. The 
power is not given, and was not intended to be 
given, by those who framed our government, or 
they would not themselves have imposed a posi- 
tive prohibition on its introduction into all the 
territory then subject to their jurisdiction and 
c^ntroL Especially should we, the minority in 
the South, who ha\^e been crushed to the earth 
by the iron h^el of Demoei'acy, be reconciled to 
this, when we have daily evidence presented to 
dur view, that the sole object of these ultra gen- 
tlemen is to strengthen their own hands, irre 
iipective of the true interests or wishes of those 
lyho own the slaves, that they may contiiiue to 
^oy at our expense, money, place, and power. 
We must insist and demand that the Democracy 
eha;ll no longer use this question for their selfish 
and unhallowed purposes, and the conservative 
ns,^n of the North must make the same demand 
u|)On the politicians of their section of the coun- 
tfy. The wild fanaticism of mjvdnien who preach 
in their dmrches— and only preach — can do us 
lib' harm. 

Senator Mason has recently, a'' one »• H < rc- 
jpitesentatives of that party, for'himSelf in'*l thop< 
whom he represents upon the floor of the Senate, 
in his official character made a most iniportoini 
sixid fatal admission to his and their claims on 
this point, and it is the more fatal because its 
truth will be everywhere recognized. He says 
"that the opinion of Virginia (he might have 
said the South) is different 7».aw frpm that of those 
disti^Jguished men who are bow gone, but whom 
we believe, had they lived till to-day, would 
have agreed with us." ' 

But unfortunately for Mr, Mason and the school 
of "night-mare" politicians that he represents, 
the opinion of the majority of the country has 
not kept pace with the changes in Virginia, and 
in the South, except it may have been in an op- 
posite direction;- unfortunately for Mr. Mason 
and hi^ friends, who find they can retain the 
mbnei/,, place, and power of the country in their 
dwn hands by no other means— -the Constitution 
hiid not changed with the change of, opinions of 
"Virginia or the South ; unfortunately for them, 
tlie Constitution was made seventy odd j'ears ago, 
•when the present opinion of the fire-eatera of the 
South did not prevail among "tlt,e distinguished 
men who are now gone" and that consequently 
they did not think to provide for the change of 
opinion that has since taken place, and that they 
did not then anticipate. 



Mw- ve not.lhen l>e satibfied t6rtak8;|l^&■4wr■ 
8titu£laB as.w* find it,'and aptag we migh* n^e 
it— if it wrere 4o be-mftde over again arm iero to 
U9 to m^kfl it 09 i^i wbuld like it I May ^ "Wfe 
be satisfted to let alsiv^ry stand unmoMteOi.lW-^ 
disturbed, secure where it is, and to let o<ate 3 
elsewhere adopt it;' or reject it as they <ihp<*5^ 
without further legislation o»i the subject, and 
without further efifort to force it upon <^OiMi ytb» 
do not want it ? Upon this basis, v/e can ittiHa, 
fortified by the Constifaitipn, fortified ^'^i^ 
fortified by our oonsiouanees of right, foftiftedioy 
the conservatism Bind good sense of the/.^We 
country, and fortified, justified, and mtifieaj? I 
will venture to say, by the voice of nineteen 
twentieth of the slaveholding population 6f :th« 
South, if the question could be submitted to ithem, 
ArA>NS for decision. ■ : - 'ia 

Upon this basifi, the country can be restored 
to a sound, healthy, and harmonious condition;, 
the important business of the country csn- Oft 
carried on without interruption ; the inter«3t^f« 
the white race can be substituted for that df 
black, and the character of our. Governmen^-oan 
be elevated to its original high position, . a.«ig1it- 
less point beyond the lame and impotent tbis^ 
it has come to be, under thegrMping, aggcessi-ee, 
but runiaus legislation and control of that rpattjr 
whose only hope and ambition seems to ha^e 
been, as indicflted by one of its chiefs 
said five and twenty years ago — "it waa.h'^ 
together only by the cohesive power of .the'PUb- 
lic, plunder;" w'hich meant that it waa hddf,to* 
gether only so long as they .could re'tain in-tneir 
hands, the Money, Place, and Power of the omw- 
try. 

One word in regard to my past position ;Wia, 
present attitude, and I have done. In 1854* wlaie 
the Kansas .Nebraska bill was pending bBf<*e: 
the Senate of the United States, I ventured to 
make an appeal to my fellow-countrymen of th»» 
South, and to implore them to reflect upion and' 
forbear from the adoption of a measure which 
was the real foundation of all our present ;trOH<- 
bles — for everything was quieting down day .^y 
day under the happy influence of the compr^^ 
niises of 1850, and for want of fuel the last abo* 
lition spark would have been long since ^ifflir 
guished, but for; this disturbing cause on the>^rii 
of the Democracy to getup a new slavery issue 
for the Presidential election in 18-56i ; 

Ij? the appeal I then made. I said in rega,ra ,to ~ 
the Missouri Compromise : ' ' " ' 

« Ah a SouOsm man I raise my voice ngainst it. I PPt. 
pose It because it involves a breach of faith on the pay* of 
We South who have for thirty odd years enjoyed toe art*' 
vuntages obtained by them In the formation and admutiion 
of the States of Mlssonri and Arkansas. I oppose It becatwe, 
it necessarily and auavoidably begets another angry seo-^ 
tional controversy, which thete are none left among ns 
strong ertonVh in the confldence of the people to allay. /J- 
onpose it, because it uproots and destroys the comOTomi«, 
measures of 1650, to which the North is no more WedgeSj 
than the South to the compromise now pi;otK»ea;Mm 
abroeated. 1 oppose it, becanse it would be an .act oi 
Infatuated madiSjs on the part of the South to aceeptit 
I QDPose it, because it will be impossible ever again to oi>«- 
tain as favorable terms Crom .the North with their seven 
millions majority of white population, as we obtained, 
when that popttlatlon more nearly approximated egnalltf. 
I oppose It, on the ground that It places a barren privuoge, 
in the hands of theSouth, for which not only noequlvwent 
is offered, but by which she must be an ultimate and great 
loser, I oppose it, because I do not like the source irom 
which it comes, nor the power by which it is reprewnted. 
' Timw Danaoa et dona faretitea.^ It is proposed by a 



, J.orin«ai naplrtiai for ;be i'rcpulency, sad Is axipponed by 
a Horiim^ niinjiiusiraiiou. surrfinnded by the tnen^los of 
posno, barmouv, aqi union, 'vhoso JVoo-soU proclivUies 
Lave bocii laani-eatt.d frura ihc- Brai moment thoy set tlieir 
r«^lcipiia tliB r.xitttioni |i(>wer; t' oppO30 it-, becaiisB 'I 
bee. T-8mm;iuy UnV,, ir„o-tr,>i!. and ' i5id!>mantine pbllticftl 

■ aswiciatioti*, .-..■umiluo.^s imidn^ ii its support. 

"Sy utmo-<L rufMTlinni.ia elTorta, such aa wept liir to 
earry Ifao mn-si diiint^unlj..-,! ma^ of the a«e ib liis gray'e, 
we kftvejjst ftxilnaiil-ihi'd n eouflagrationithaf threatened 
tii$ flf^lrtioittin of ihe noOltdt aWp of State that was ever 
E»(UicIietl upoD the walora, and we have scarcely had time 

il^^** fit' iTMuU.anil i^xohiingecongratulatlous on oivr 
,8aft?y,'wbeq ona more rash and wijd and frantic than tUa 

■ mtj suites A hiMing tor';h in i-acn hand, rashes madly into 
*°^™«ffM'no of powder, Oou-'ishes his flrebrauda aloft, 
aua, OHiillag dc ilanco lo ull consequences, calls upon us to 
Jmfl^.ftls example. Those may follow him who <*oose ; 
ottt fM' niy o»n part, on all such occasions, I prefer the 
^ie K» the flambeau. I beg the South to listen' and reflect 
■wraoistyet tfao opportunity is oflered. 

"_Xlfi^ow tjiat tho champions of slavery in the South 
flaVo made every concession to fhie-soilism since it came 
ln';«paSlct with Mr. Pierce and the spoils. * * * * 

. Battel them not venture to sacriSce the sacred and solemn* 
hr|w«ifed rights of tho South, to promote the ambitious 
aoygti^'ofseMsh aspirants to power not yet, with the rala 
iMie iof building up the f&lien fortunes of their party. 
" 'f,AA i:Sourhei<n mart, and aa a national man, I should 
^Hfe._te{*«. this misshapen and ill-begotten monster killed. 
I StoiauJ plaice to see this Pandora's box of evils forever 

' uSifttM«'s»u I vfvtfli rEofirttoany fair and Icgitimsto means 
tOjiMiootnplish 80 desireblo an end: and as I stand in the 
pT^^sedof my Maker, I will do what I can to defeat it ; 
Mia |«»S' my friends in' the South particularly, and to 
thetoisrtpleof.the country everywhere, that their «ry should 
l»ei*l«it the demon of discord be strangled in its birth I 
I** Hthave no resting place for ita 4i8tnrbed repose • Let, 
is be hooted, scouted, and drivdn tVom door to door, like a 
TyrartSticss, pennyleas, boggarty Urief ! Let nr man give it 

; a alMilter from the pitiless storm I Let it die and rot upon 
the doaghilU Lot eyery lover of his country, and of its 
pe?LOe,;Bnd harmony, and good will, and honor, and good 
nafl!} ■and dnrpbllity, turn from it with loathsome and 
fihadderiiiar disgust* as they would avoid a pestilence or a 
pbi^ei let h;ra . treat it as a disturber of his country's 
I»eacej honor, welfare, and perpetuity !' 

?siriie South professes to despise Mr. Seward as its worst 
e*!i856«i-' I tell the South, that every man who helps to 
d^twrthe co'+iproraise of IS'20, is unwittingly engaged in 
thft s^ice of Mr, Seward. He is uniting the North as, one 
msBf Oti'a. sfecflonal lssTie. iti which their pride and p.«in- 
eltile ui«s much Involved as ours, and which will throw 
t)m> all itito the tanks of Mr. Seward. Yon will have no 
nMareii^atlonal W^hlggery ; no more Jfatlonal Democracy ; 
no %6rfe 'hardrshells,' nor ' hunkers,' nor • adamantines.' 
T<?a xtate them all ft^eie-goilers, soft- shells, and barn-bum- 
ess; «&d.1id;wh6i cannot see the dork spirit of disunion 
id|i|in^ttpnnd this bQI, is not a far-sighted man. > In my 
<i|^|ifoti,-hai sectional strife we have ever had, win begin 
te^tnjpittfe vrith it oith^ or duration." 

these Bentiraents, at that 
tinitii I Vas not ouiy %'igoroiisly assailed by the 
TitrimiesoTitlierh press, but the oppvobions epithets 
of; -"trditor," "demagogue," " trafficker with 
principl^'^" were freely applied to me. How 
far nJ^ predictions have been verified by the re- 
stfltiBvilleave to others to determine. But if I was 
npijSilistiBken then; when stjsiiding alope, as I was 
at Uiat day, one roan against the whole South, 
jiiay J not claim without an imputation of vanity 
or egotlem, that liiy ('onnsels are now entitled to 
the ebDsideraiion of those with whom I am p<.iiiti- 
cally itsso«iated, and to whom 1 would address 
tbisaingle femnrkf 

I eaid " all tho.?e who helped to destroy the 
Missouri Gbmpromise were anwittiugly engaged 
in the service of Mr. Seward." Soj i say, now, 
that every man who lends his aid, or his coun- 
tenanee to theill-timed and unnecessary artificial 
^aicitetnenfe that haa been, lEanufactured for a 
pbrpbsB, i» eithei 'vrittingly or uawittingly en- 



gHSud in the, service, of the Democratic party; 
and, if iuthe, Opposition, is, whether wittingly 
or; nnwittingiy, siireJy and bej'ond all oloube, 
eoMged in forging the political manacles, which 
Vfill be fasteiiefl on his own limbs, and, which he 
will be macle to endure, when through auoh in- 
atruplentality lie has helped the Democracy to 
retain the Jtfbney, Place, and Pomr of the coun- 
try in their own uiiworthy hands. 

I shall not imitrite the common exfinaple of 
mailing vain arid idle boasts of my patriotism 
afid loyalty to the South. I hope 1 am loyal to 
the Constitution; and; if I am, 1 must recognize 
alike the rights of all — br', God knows, and I 
know, that if ever an important right or interest 
of this State.,i3 assailed — ^most of the noisy boast- 
ers of their devotion will be found leagues behind 
me in rushing to its defence. And if I should 
ever abandon or sacrifice any constitutional right 
of this State thnt she chooses to, contend for, let 
me be treated as a traitor to, and deserter from, 
the obligat'ons and dnties 1 owe to my nativity, 
to my friends, to my home, and to my children. 
I have had too much to say against trajtore ever 
to become one myseif, but I ask \o bo judgeu' 
by results, and not by passionate, excitement. 
If I were not proclaimed ah Abolitionist by the 
Democracy, I should feel that they did not con- 
sider me of sufficient consequence to be assailed. 

This, then, is the light in which I view the 
scenes of recent occurrence. These are the opin- 
ions I entertain of the condition ot the country,it8 
past, its present, and its future. These are my con- 
clusions in regard to our sacred and indestruot- 
able Union; aid this is my knowledge of the 
history of, the Dcfnocratic partj', derived from a 
long an,d intimate acquaintance, and close ob- 
servation of their workings and,designa. God 
grant that they may be fairly received apd justly 
weighed ; and if they should have the'effect of 
bringing our people to calm end eohsidei ate re- 
flection of what is due to themselves, to truth, 
and to their country— if they shall lend towards 
trariquilizing. the pubjie mind, and restoring a 
better, and a kinder feeling between the differ- 
ent sections of a country, whose interests, wl-' 
fare, and safety, are all inseparably* connected, 
I shall have attained an object that isneafer and 
dearer to my heart than any personal preferment 
or earthly Honor that' could bt bestowed. I had 
rather be' regarded as a "racifioator," who had 
tronquilized the public mind, and . restored har- 
mony to the distracted sections of the country, 
than to be the President of the United States— 
which is no bed of rosee, and which gratifies no 
Qthtr passion than that of ambition, and can lead 
to the personal happiness of noiie. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to return you my pro- 
found acknowfedgemenls for the high honor you, 
have done me, in attaching so rotich importance 
to my opinions, as well as for the highly coiii- " 
plimentary terms in which yw have called for 
them. ' 

I am, with .'very sincere respect, and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, , , 

, • ' - JOHN M. B0TT9. 



To Messrs. Ri'tos, Carteb, Towns, &o., &g 



